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A method for generating a video image of an object 
composing; 

;rating video data representing a video frame for 
forming tn^ video image of said object; 

dividing each video frame into a plurality of 
regions, each £^gion being representative of a portion of 
said object; 

selecting at NLeast a predetermined one of said 
plurality of regions; 

recombining said ^aions of each of said video 
frames to form a display video image; and 

displaying said display \ldeo image such that said 
selected region of said video fr&me is formed as a sharp 
image, and remaining regions of sard video frame of said 
display video image are less sharp in accordance with the 
relative distance between said respective\portion of said 
object and a reference point. 



2. ^Tfre^ method as c^l^imed in Claim 1, further 
comprising; 

transmitting vide(>'M^t^^ndicative of each region of 
said video frames tov&' i^eiver/^P^ior to said step of 
recombining the regions of each of said vitteQ frames, 



. ..L ' / 3. The method as claimed in Claim/1 or Claim 2, wherein 
said step of selecting said reglem comprises selecting a 
region defining a foreground ot^ect. 

S ll£ aTTy 4. The method as claimed/in any preceding, wherein said 
step of selecting saidr region comprises an observer 
selecting a region of trie object. 



5. The method claimed in any of Claims 1 to 3, 

wherein said S^ep of selecting said region comprises 
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selecting a region of said vidp^ frame according to the 
position of an object rei^€ive to at least one other 
object . 

^ r 7^? 6. The method as claimed in /^ny preceding claim, 

5 u>°- r / / 

wherein said step of selecting said region comprises 
selecting a region of said vi^eo frame defining an active 
entity. 



7. The method as Claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein said step jeff dividing said video image into a 
plurality of regions comprises dividing said video image 
into a plurality of regions each defining a focal plane. 




3 ^ 
== I 

ly 
O 



8 .^-"The method as claimed in^JZ^ertm^l , wherein the step 
of dividing said videp^-itriage into a plurality of regions 
each defining ji^focal plane comprises dividing said video 
image xpxro regions wherein each focal plane is 
representative of a different distance between a 
resg^ective portion of said object and said reference 
r int - 

5ui>^-7 9 . The method as claimed ya^any preceding claim further 
comprising; 

following said y^tep of selecting at least a 
predetermined one Sof said plurality of regions, de- 
emphasising rerrpafining regions of said display video 
image . 



step 




10. ^JPtfe method as claimed in Claim__2-# — whrer§Tr?-saJ-d s1 
of selecting at least^-a^^redetermined one of said 
plurality of rpj^i^ns comprises de-emphasising remaining 
portions ysrz said video image according to the distance 
betwejarn a respective portion of said object and said 
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— t ' he meLlt6d"aa Claimed in c ^ jjn^io^^^ 

— etc emphasising — renaming p^j^fedTohs of^aid video image 
comprises applying gre^fer^r de-emphasisation to regions of 
the video image >tfiat are representative of portions of 
the object ^/having a greater distance between the 
respectiv^r portion of said object and said reference 
point /chan regions of the video image that are 
representative of portions of the object having a smaller 
distance between thA respective portion of the object and 
"refe^nce a&drfrt . 



12. The method as claime^r in any of Claims 9 to 11 
further comprising; 

artificially ger>^rating each remaining region of the 
video image . 



13^ — TfTe method as claimed in any — pre 
wherein said step of generating vi 
monitoring an object with a v, 
or more video frames 
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a comprises 
camera to produce one 



14. The methopr as claimed in Claim 13, wherein the step 
of displaying said video image comprises displaying said 
video fr^fme such that remaining regions of the display 
video Xmage are less sharp in accordance with the 
relajn.ve distance between said respepxive portion of said 
ob?>etr~anci said ^nr€Lep camera. 




15. The method as claimed /an any preceding claim, 
wherein said step of gen^fating video data comprises 
generating a sequence oy video frames, and said step of 
displaying said display video image comprises displaying 
a sequence of videgr frames. 



6. A system for 
comprising; 



rating a video image of an object 




TI-26270 EU * A 

^fc - 40 

circuitry for generating video data representing 
video ras^mes for forming the video image of said object; 

circuitry for dividing each video frame into a 
plurality regions such that each region is 

representative or\a portion of said object; and 

means for selecting at least a predetermined one of 
said plurality of regib^is from said received video data; 

circuitry for recombining said regions of each of 
said video frames to form a aisplay video image; and 

a display for displaying s^id a video frames of said 
display video image such that said selected region is 
formed as a sharp image, and remainri^q regions of said 
display video image are less sharp in accordance with the 
relative distance between said respective portion of said 
object and a reference point. 



17. The system as claj/med in Claim 16 further 
comprising; ^ 

means for transmitting video data indicative of each 
region of said video prame to a receiver, 

/18. The system as claimed in Claim /L6 or Claim 17, 
wherein said means for selecting are Arranged to select a 
region defining a foreground object, 

19. The system as claimed in/any of Claims 16 to 18, 
wherein said means for selecting are arranged such that 
an observer can select a region of the monitored object. 



20. The system as claimed in any of Claims 16 to 18, 
wherein said means for selecting are arranged to select a 
region of said video frame according to the position of 
an object relative to at least one other object. 
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21. The system as claimed in anv/ of Claims 16 to 20, 
wherein said means for selecting yare arranged to select a 
region of said video frame defining an active entity. 



22. The system as claimed in any of Claims 16 to 21, 
wherein said circuitry for dividing said video image into 
a plurality of regions is arranged for dividing said 
video image into a/plurality of regions each defining a 
focal plane. 




2^— — 3*r^"~~system as claimed in "Cjjilm — w fr e - rcin oai ^P 
circuitry for dividincj^s-arTcT video image into a plurality 
of regions eaph^^ef ining a focal plane is arranged for 
dividina^fid video image into regions wherein each focal 
planp^is representative of a different distance between a 
ro^pective J portion of said object and said reference 
)oim 



'^{JdOJ^I 24. The system as clawed in any of Claims 16 to 23 
further comprising; 

circuitry fpr de-emphasising remaining regions of 
said display raeo image. 




25. The system __a s— G^r aim o d in Claim — wh^rmn said^de-, 
emphasising circuitry is arranged foj^-^i^emphasising 
remaining portions of said vid^e^mage according to the 
distance between a respe9&ive portion of said object and 
said reference pointy 

26. The syst^rfn as claimed in Claim 25, wherein de- 
emphasising/circuitry is arranged for applying greater 
de-emphasi^sation to regions of the video image that are\ 
representative of portions of the object having a greater/ 
distance between the respective portion of said object 
and /saj^^reference point^ChaG^egions of the video im^tge 
tbat are representative of portions"~*-e£-4jie object-having 
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"3 — smaller — w-i Q-h^ n ^^ hrtwrrn — fcfre — rerspHUtrrvr 
object and the reference point. 



-e^ — tho - 



27. The systerrj^as claimed in any of Claims 24 to 26 
further cpmpnsing, 

sans for artificially ^g^nerating each remaining 
ot the vtt teo image 

28. The method as claimed i£i any of Claims 16 to 27 , 
wherein said circuitry At or generating video data 
comprises a video cameraf for monitoring an object to 
produce one or more video frames. 



29. The method as claimed Claim 28, wherein the 
display, is capable of displaying said video frame such 
that remaining regions or the display video image are 
less sharp in accordance with the relative distance 
between said resp^z€ive portion of said object and said 
video camera. 

30. The method as claimed in any of Claims 16 to 29, 
wherein circuitry for odherating video data is arranged 
for generating a sequence of video frames, and said 
display is arranged for displaying a sequence of video 
frames . 




